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To The Honorable

Monroe County Legislature
39 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14614

RE: Requesting a Report from the Rochester-Genesee Regional Transportation Authority Regarding
Fuel Alternatives

Honorable Legislators:

Rising oil prices on world markets have led to the highest per-gallon prices of gasoline in US history (in
unadjusted dollars). The burden of paying more than $2 a gallon at the pump, for the broad economy and for

‘ividual families, is severe.

The high cost of fuel also adversely affects the ability of governments and public authorities to deliver
goods and services at a premium of cost efficiency. Municipal vehicles become more expensive to operate;
inevitably, the impact of this inflation is also felt among those who use mass transit systems on a daily basis.

In light of this, New York state in recent years has issued grants to local transit authorities for the
purchase of more efficient “clean-fueled” vehicles. In 2003 and 2004, it was reported that that the Rochester-
Genesee Regional Transportation Authority would acquire at least five buses with so-called “hybrid” engines,
combining electric motors and traditional diesel combustion. This combination leads to significant reductions in
vehicle fuel consumption, certainly a concern for an agency that spends nearly $3 million on fuel each year.
(Each five-cent increase in fuel prices adds $90,000 to that figure.)

The good economic reasons for the hybrid bus program are complemented by two recent environmental
reports, detailing the extent of diesel fume pollution in Monroe County. According to the American Lung
Association, New York state is the worst in the nation in this category, while Monroe County poses a diesel
pollution risk greater than 84 percent of other US counties.

And according to a study issued by the Clean Air Task Force, an independent think-tank headquartered
in Boston, Mass., the average lifetime diesel soot cancer risk for a resident of Monroe County is 1 in 4,079, or
245 times the Environmental Protection Agency’s recommended risk rate.






